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European experts gather to recover Lithuanian rivers

Lithuania is notable for its many rivers as well as its numerous lakes. Some rivers, like the
Merkys, are dreams for fly fishing enthusiasts. However, like many European countries,
the health of their rivers is at stake because of many disturbances including barriers. This
issue has been neglected for a long time, but now international experts are working
together to manage and recover Lithuanian rivers and its amazing river fauna.

Scientists and other partners of the European project AMBER (Adaptive Management of
Barriers in European Rivers, EU Horizon2020) invite citizens to help locate barriers in
European rivers as a part of their citizen science initiative. One of the project outcomes is to
create a European Barrier Atlas that shows how many barriers there are and their density
within rivers. Citizen science data is used to supplement official data which can be
incomplete. The project team was pleasantly surprised to find a very active citizen science
community recording barriers in Lithuania. The Lithuanian government and environmental
advocates also got interested, leading to a national workshop organised by the Ministry of
Environment of the Republic of Lithuania and the AMBER project. More than 60 people have
subscribed, from Lithuania and countries like, Estonia, Finland, Netherlands, Poland and
Spain.

“We believe rivers are important for our ecosystems”, says Gintautas Sabas from the
Lithuanian Environmental protection agency. “The knowledge of how to increase water
quality and river ecology by improving the connectivity of rivers is growing. By bringing
national and international experts on river restoration together we aim to give our river basin
management plans an extra boost.”

Pao Fernandez Garrido, representing the AMBER project says, “With our project we will
have for the first time an approximate figure of how many weirs and dams we have in Europe
(continental Europe) and hopefully also in Lithuania. We know at least tens of thousands of
those barriers are not being used, and are abandoned or obsolete. That can be a good start to
improve the situation.”

Karolina Gurjazkaité, representing a coalition of Lithuanian environmental NGOs, says she
got interested in the subject because barrier management provided an excellent solution to
improving the health of Lithuanian rivers. “Removing barriers that have lowest socio-
economic value would have incredible effects on restoring migratory fish stocks and
ecosystems.”, says Ms Gurjazkaite.
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For more information about the program of the Freelng the Rivers of Lithuania event
including presentations and speakers, please visit: https://amber.international/event/freeing-
the-rivers-of-lithuania/

Notes to editors:

e The study was part of the EU-funded “H2020 AMBER project”
(https://amber.international/). AMBER seeks to raise awareness of the problems
posed by stream fragmentation, the pressures on freshwater ecosystems, and the need
for innovative solutions to restore river connectivity. The project is working with
hydroelectric companies, water providers, NGOs, anglers and local authorities to
restore river connectivity in a way that maximizes the benefits of water abstraction but
reduces environmental impacts.

e The AMBER smartphone app is now available from the google play store & app store
for IOS & Android (search for “Barrier tracker” in store) or can be or directly
downloaded from:

o 10S: https://itunes.apple.com/al/app/barrier-tracker/id1246829944?mt=8
o Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.
amber&hl=en
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Europos ekspertai vienija jéegas Lietuvos upéms saugoti

Lietuva garséja kaip upiy ir eZery krastas. Tokios upés kaip Merkys vadinamos Zvejy
rojumi. Tacdiau Lietuvoje kaip ir daugelyje Europos valstybiy upiy laisvai tékmei ir Zuvy
migracijai trukdo jvairios kliitys, pavyzdZiui, uZtvankos. ligq laikq uZtvanky keliamos
problemos nebuvo deramai vertinamos. Kovo 20 d. Vilniuje vyksiancio tarptautinio
seminaro metu Lietuvos ir kity Saliy ekspertai drauge ieSkos sprendimy Lietuvos upéms
nuo kliiiciy "islaisvinti" ir jy biologinei jvairovei iSsaugoti.

Kovo 20 d. Vilniuje vyksianéiame seminare Lietuvos ir uzsienio valstybiniy ir
nevyriausybiniy organizacijy atstovai ir mokslininkai nagrinés uztvanky ir kity dirbtiniy
kliti¢iy upéms keliams problemas, bendrai ieSkos sprendimy Lietuvos upiy laisvai teékmei ir jy
biologinei jvairovei atkurti ir iSsaugoti. Susijusia patirtimi gerinant upiy bukle dalysis

ekspertai i§ Estijos, Ispanijos, Lenkijos, Nyderlandy ir Suomijos.

Seminarg organizuoja Lietuvos aplinkos ministerija kartu su Europos Sajungos léSomis
finansuojamo projekto AMBER (angl. Adaptive Management of Barriers in European Rivers)
atstovais. AMBER projektu siekiama atkurti upiy susisiekimg ir natiiralig tékmeg ir atverti
kelius netrukdomai Zuvy migracijai tvarkant ir Salinant uztvankas.

Jgyvendinant projekta, planuojama sukuri Europos upése esanciy uztvanky zemélapj. AMBER
projekto atstovai kvie¢ia visus gamtai neabejingus Zmones prisijungti prie pilietinés mokslo
iniciatyvos ir padéti rinkti duomenis apie uztvanky ir kity upése esanéiy kliti¢iy buvimo
vietas. Siam tikslui buvo sukurta speciali mobilioji programélé "Barrier Tracker"', skirta
registruoti uztvanky Europos upése vietas. Tikimasi, kad pilietiné mokslo iniciatyva padés
pildyti valstybés turimus duomenis apie uztvankas, geriau suprast uztvanky keliamy problemy
mastus ir numatyti galimus sprendimus.

"Upés gyvybiskai svarbios misy ekosistemai. Dziaugiuosi, kad vis labiau suprantame kaip
galime pagerinti vandens kokybe ir upiy bukle, sukurdami palankesnes sglygas upiy
tarpusavio susisiekimui. Telkdami Lictuvos ir kity Saliy eksperty pastangas sieksime gerinti
klin¢iy valdyma", — saké Aplinkos apsaugos agentiiros Hidrografijos tinklo skyriaus vadovas
Gintautas Sabas.

Pasak AMBER projekto atstovés Pao Fernandezo Garrido, jgyvendinus §j projekta, tikimasi
pirmg kartg gauti apytikslius uztvanky ir damby Europoje, taip pat ir Lietuvoje, skai¢iy. "Mes
zinome, kad deSimtys tikstan¢iy uztvanky Europoje yra nenaudojamos, apleistos ir kritinés
bukleés. Jy demontavimas biity puiki pradzia siekiant gerinti situacija”, — teigé P. F. Garrido.

“Menka socioekonoming verte turinciy kliti¢iy Salinimas suteikia didelj potencialig pagerinti
salygas migruojanioms zuvims ir upiy biojvairovei”, — saké Lietuvos aplinkosaugines
nevyriausybines organizacijas jungian¢iai Aplinkosaugos koalicijai atstovaujanti Karolina
Gurjazkaite.

Daugiau informacijos apie seminarg ir pranes¢jus:
https://amber.international/event/freeing-the-rivers-of-lithuania/
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Pastaba ziniasklaidai: Seminaras vyks kovo 20 d. LR Aplinkos ministerijoje (Jaksto g. 4,
Vilnius). Seminaro pradzia — 9.00 val. Asmuo rySiams — Karolina Gurjazkaité, mob.:+370
630 55820

“Barrier tracker” programélé 10S ir Android sistemoms pasiekiama per elektroniniy
parduotuviy programas Google Play Store ir App Store arba tiesiogiai per Sias
nuorodas:
i0S sistemoms:
https://itunes.apple.com/al/app/barrier-tracker/id1246829944?mt=8
Android sistemoms:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.amber&hl
=en
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